Dive club’s support for RNLI
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West Norfolk Sub Aqua Club has presented a cheque for £798.75 to representatives from the RNLI’s Cromer Lifeboat station.
The money was raised through members being sponsored to carry out a navigation dive at Gildenburgh Waters, a local diving centre near
Peterborough.
There to receive the cheque were Richard Lees, operational manager and Jim Page, the station’s treasurer.
While the perception may be that the RNLI is a publicly-funded body the RNLI is actually an independent charity, and does not receive any
funding from the UK government, so the volunteer lifeboat crews and lifeguards could not save lives at sea without public support and
fundraising efforts of this nature.
Dave Clack, the chairman of the club, said: “The club is always looking to raise awareness and also fundraise to support the work of the
RNLI, without whom enjoyment of the areas off our shores would be significantly more dangerous.”
The club, based at St James’ Pool in Lynn, is a local branch of the British Sub Aqua Club and regularly takes its two dive boats off the North
Norfolk coast.
In the past, the club has had first-hand experience of the work of the lifeboats. One of the club’s boats suffered an engine failure, the
Cromer lifeboat was called on to tow the boat back into the harbour at Sea Palling.
Richard Lees, operational manager of the Cromer lifeboat station, received the cheque and thanked the club for its efforts.
He said: “Without such public support the charity would not be in a position to offer the degree of assistance to the many and varied
seafarers that use or pass through the waters off our coastline, this support is invaluable in keeping stations like Cromer open, and able to
offer 24/7 support to those in need.”
In addition to the money raised for the RNLI. the sponsored event also raised the same amount for club funds.
The club member raising the largest amount was David Irving, who was also presented with vouchers for £30 provided by Dive In Limited,
the operators of the Gildenburgh Water facility.
Anyone interested in learning or returning to scuba diving in a club environment, should go along to St James’ Pool on a Tuesday evening
between 7.45 and 9pm, to meet members and discuss what’s on offer.

